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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Korea on 01/30/2003. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the 2003-6419 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over ... 
in view of Hasebe et al. (US 20030103002A1 ) and in view of Feigen (US 
20010041961 A1). 

With respect to claims 1, Hasebe et al. disclose a portable device/method 
(Hasebe et al, Figure 3) for indicating a direction to a specific location. For example, its 
display shows an arrow (15) indicating the direction of Mecca (Hasebe et al, figure 3; 
page 3, paragraph 0049). As described in the patent, the portable device includes an 
input unit, which is the input section (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3, input section 8). Also, a 
searching command for searching a direction to a specific location. The reference is 
made to figure 1 to show a block diagram that includes the reference numeral (1 1 ) that 
stands for geomagnetic sensor for detecting a geographical direction. Referring to 
figure 3, the display (9) represented herein shows an arrow indicating a direction to a 
specific location, and that in the second embodiment of the patent, the display also 
shows an orientation of the portable device and the specific locations (Hasebe et al, 
page 4, paragraph 0057). As clearly explained in the patent, and also shown in figure 1 
of the patent, the processor (1) which is the claimed control unit, upon transmission of 
the direction searching command from the input unit (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3) for 
indicating the direction to a specific location and the orientation of the portable device 
based on the detected geographic direction from the geomagnetic sensor (1 1 ) (Hasebe 
et al, figure 1, geomagnetic sensor 11). 

Although Hasebe et al. mention about the memory devices (3, 4), but Hasebe et 
al. do not teach that such the storage unit for storing information on directions between 
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major cites of all the nations and the specific location. Hasebe et al. do not disclose a 
direction searching command for searching a direction to the specific location with a 
current city information setup by a user. 

The secondary reference to Feigen (US 2001 0041 961 A1) has been cited as 
teaching a navigation system (202) (Feigen, figure 2, 202) that could be a portable unit 
(Feigen, page 3, paragraph 0031 ) including the database for storing lists of cities that 
refer to any kind of place or municipality, including but not limited to cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets, states, counties, province, countries, townships, postal zones, areas 
codes, etc. Feigen further disclose a window display for displaying a list of cities for 
user to select during a selection set-up. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hasebe et al. to include the teachings as 
taught by Feigen so that one user has no knowledge about geographic or experience 
about navigating from one location to another location can reach a location without 
getting lost. 

With regard to claim 2, the input unit (8) as disclosed in Hasebe et al. comprises 
a key (see figure 3, input 8). 

With regard to claim 3, Hasebe et al teach that the portable unit produces the 
music/or announcement when the direction of the antenna (2a) substantially matches 
the direction of Mecca, which is a specific location during a search (Hasebe et al., page 
4, paragraph 0057). 
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With regard to claim 4, the portable unit represented herein above comprises a 
speaker (Hasebe et al., page 4, paragraph 0063). 

With regard to claim 5, the portable unit represented herein comprises a data 
transceiver (2) for communicating with a setup time informing server connected by a 
network, wherein the control unit (1) generates an alarm signal through the speaker 
(6a). The arrow (15) indicates the direction to a specific location. The indication of 
orientation of the portable device is also shown when the direction of the antenna (2a) 
substantially matches the direction of a specific location (Mecca) (see Hasebe et al., 
page 4, paragraph 0057). 

With regard to claim 6, the secondary reference to Feigen discloses that a screen 
for setting up the current city information on the first display when a mode for searching 
the direction to the specific location is selected through the input unit (see Feigen, figure 
2). 

With regard to claim 7, the secondary reference to Feigen discloses that a screen 
for setting up the current city information on the first display when a mode for searching 
the direction to the specific location is selected through the input unit (see Feigen, figure 
2). The display screen (200) shown in figure 2 displays a list of current city information. 

With regard to claim 8, as shown in figure 2 of Feigen, the "select", "cancel" 
buttons are considered to be the confirmation buttons as claimed. 

With respect to claims 9 and 21, Hasebe et al. disclose a portable device/method 
(Hasebe et al, Figure 3) for indicating a direction to a specific location. For example, its 
display shows an arrow (15) indicating the direction of Mecca (Hasebe et al, figure 3; 
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page 3, paragraph 0049). As described in the patent, the portable device includes an 
input unit, which is the input section (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3, input section 8). Also, a 
searching command for searching a direction to a specific location. The reference is 
made to figure 1 to show a block diagram that includes the reference numeral (1 1 ) that 
stands for geomagnetic sensor for detecting a geographical direction. Referring to 
figure 3, the display (9) represented herein shows an arrow indicating a direction to a 
specific location, and that in the second embodiment of the patent, the display also 
shows an orientation of the portable device and the specific locations (Hasebe et al, 
page 4, paragraph 0057). As clearly explained in the patent, and also shown in figure 1 
of the patent, the processor (1 ) which is the claimed control unit, upon transmission of 
the direction searching command from the input unit (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3) for 
indicating the direction to a specific location and the orientation of the portable device 
based on the detected geographic direction from the geomagnetic sensor (1 1 ) (Hasebe 
et al, figure 1 , geomagnetic sensor 11). 

Although Hasebe et al. mention about the memory devices (3, 4), but Hasebe et 
al. do not teach that such the storage unit for storing information on directions between 
major cites of all the nations and the specific location. Hasebe et al. do not disclose a 
direction searching command for searching a direction to the specific location with a 
current city information setup by a user. 

The secondary reference to Feigen (US 20010041 961 A1) has been cited as 
teaching a navigation system (202) (Feigen, figure 2, 202) that could be a portable unit 
(Feigen, page 3, paragraph 0031 ) including the database for storing lists of cities that 
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refer to any kind of place or municipality, including but not limited to cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets, states, counties, province, countries, townships, postal zones, areas 
codes, etc. Feigen further disclose a window display for displaying a list of cities for 
user to select during a selection set-up. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hasebe et al. to include the teachings as 
taught by Feigen so that one user has no knowledge about geographic or experience 
about navigating from one location to another location can reach a location without 
getting lost. 

With regard to claim 10, the input unit (8) as disclosed in Hasebe et al. comprises 
a key (see figure 3, input 8). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Hasebe et al teach that the portable unit produces the 
music/or announcement when the direction of the antenna (2a) substantially matches 
the direction of Mecca, which is a specific location during a search (Hasebe et al., page 
4, paragraph 0057). 

With regard to claim 12, the portable unit represented herein above comprises a 
speaker (Hasebe et al., page 4, paragraph 0063). 

With regard to claim 13, the portable unit represented herein comprises a data 
transceiver (2) for communicating with a setup time informing server connected by a 
network, wherein the control unit (1) generates an alarm signal through the speaker 
(6a). The arrow (15) indicates the direction to a specific location. The indication of 
orientation of the portable device is also shown when the direction of the antenna (2a) 
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substantially matches the direction of a specific location (Mecca) (see Hasebe et al., 
page 4, paragraph 0057). 

With regard to claim 14, the secondary reference to Feigen discloses that a 
screen for setting up the current city information on the first display when a mode for 
searching the direction to the specific location is selected through the input unit (see 
Feigen, figure 2). 

With regard to claim 15, the secondary reference to Feigen discloses that a 
screen for setting up the current city information on the first display when a mode for 
searching the direction to the specific location is selected through the input unit (see 
Feigen, figure 2). The display screen (200) shown in figure 2 displays a list of current 
city information. 

With respect to claim 16, Hasebe et al. disclose a portable device/method 
(Hasebe et al, Figure 3) for indicating a direction to a specific location. For example, its 
display shows an arrow (15) indicating the direction of Mecca (Hasebe et al, figure 3; 
page 3, paragraph 0049). As described in the patent, the portable device includes an 
input unit, which is the input section (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3, input section 8). Also, a 
searching command for searching a direction to a specific location. The reference is 
made to figure 1 to show a block diagram that includes the reference numeral (1 1 ) that 
stands for geomagnetic sensor for detecting a geographical direction. Referring to 
figure 3, the display (9) represented herein shows an arrow indicating a direction to a 
specific location, and that in the second embodiment of the patent, the display also 
shows an orientation of the portable device and the specific locations (Hasebe et al, 
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page 4, paragraph 0057). As clearly explained in the patent, and also shown in figure 1 
of the patent, the processor (1) which is the claimed control unit, upon transmission of 
the direction searching command from the input unit (8) (Hasebe et al, figure 3) for 
indicating the direction to a specific location and the orientation of the portable device 
based on the detected geographic direction from the geomagnetic sensor (1 1 ) (Hasebe 
et al, figure 1 , geomagnetic sensor 1 1 ). 

Although Hasebe et al. mention about the memory devices (3, 4), but Hasebe et 
al. do not teach that such the storage unit for storing information on directions between 
major cites of all the nations and the specific location. Hasebe et al. do not disclose a 
direction searching command for searching a direction to the specific location with a 
current city information setup by a user. 

The secondary reference to Feigen (US 20010041961A1) has been cited as 
teaching a navigation system (202) (Feigen, figure 2, 202) that could be a portable unit 
(Feigen, page 3, paragraph 0031 ) including the database for storing lists of cities that 
refer to any kind of place or municipality, including but not limited to cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets, states, counties, province, countries, townships, postal zones, areas 
codes, etc. Feigen further disclose a window display for displaying a list of cities for 
user to select during a selection set-up. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hasebe et al. to include the teachings as 
taught by Feigen so that one user has no knowledge about geographic or experience 
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about navigating from one location to another location can reach a location without 
getting lost. 

With regard to claims 17 and 22, the input unit (8) as disclosed in Hasebe et al. 
comprises a key (see figure 3, input 8). 

With regard to claim 18, Hasebe et al teach that the portable unit produces the 
music/or announcement when the direction of the antenna (2a) substantially matches 
the direction of Mecca, which is a specific location during a search (Hasebe et al., page 
4, paragraph 0057). 

With regard to claims 19 and 23, the portable unit represented herein above 
comprises a speaker (Hasebe et al., page 4, paragraph 0063). 

With regard to claim 20, the portable unit represented herein comprises a data 
transceiver (2) for communicating with a setup time informing server connected by a 
network, wherein the control unit (1 ) generates an alarm signal through the speaker 
(6a). The arrow (15) indicates the direction to a specific location. The indication of 
orientation of the portable device is also shown when the direction of the antenna (2a) 
substantially matches the direction of a specific location (Mecca) (see Hasebe et al., 
page 4, paragraph 0057). 

With regard to claim 24, the portable unit represented herein above comprises a 
speaker (Hasebe et al., page 4, paragraph 0063). 

With regard to claim 25, the portable unit represented herein comprises a data 
transceiver (2) for communicating with a setup time informing server connected by a 
network, wherein the control unit (1 ) generates an alarm signal through the speaker 
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(6a). The arrow (15) indicates the direction to a specific location. The indication of 
orientation of the portable device is also shown when the direction of the antenna (2a) 
substantially matches the direction of a specific location (Mecca) (see Hasebe et al., 
page 4, paragraph 0057). 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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